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the bottom line God is raising up His Bride—the church across the globe—to advance His 
Kingdom by being His hands and feet on earth.

connect Start out your time together by having your students share what they hope their wedding 
day is going to be like. Ask your students to answer the following questions to begin discussion:

• Where do you want to get married?
• When would you like to get married?
• What type of food do you want at your wedding?
• What do you want your dress or tuxedo to look like?
• What songs do you want to be sung? 
For those who haven’t given their wedding day much thought, ask them to share some moments they 

enjoyed from weddings they’ve attended. 
After everyone is finished sharing, ask: “What if you were getting married and your bride or groom 

came to your wedding day in tattered clothes? Or what if he or she wasn’t ready on a heart level for a 
relationship, they weren’t whole and healthy, or they didn’t have a personality that was fully developed? 
Would it be as happy of a day as it could have been?” 

Say: “Our story centers around a wedding too. A huge wedding. God the Father is looking for a Bride 
for Jesus, and that Bride isn’t complete unless she’s there in all her diversity. Jesus’ Bride is made up of all 
kinds of people from all kinds of nations and cultures and traditions. We’re a part of Jesus’ Bride too—and 
that’s what we’re talking about this week.”

read Say: “If all of this talk about being part of the Bride of Christ sounds weird, that’s okay. We’re 
not sure how it all works out. God gave us all kinds of pictures to explain what our relationship with Him 
will look like in heaven. Let’s look at a few of the relationships He has used to give us a picture of our 
relationship with Him.”

As a group look up each of the following verses and discuss the following questions.
•  Galatians 4:6. What kind of relationship does this passage tell us we have with God? (Sons and daughters.) 

Why do you think God used that kind of relationship to describe the relationship He has with us?
•  John 15:15. What kind of relationship does this passage tell us we have with God? (Friends.) Why do 

you think God used that kind of relationship to describe the relationship He has with us?
•  Revelation 19:7-9. What kind of relationship does this passage tell us we have with God? (We’re a part 

of His Bride.) Why do you think God used that kind of relationship to describe the relationship He has 
with us?

Say: “The Bridegroom/Bride image is the best way God can explain the closest, most intimate, most 
safe, most perfect relationship that we’ll have with Him. We’ll see how it all works out in heaven, but know 
that your relationship with God will be better than your best and closest relationships here on earth.” 

Then read Revelation 7:9-10 and Matthew 24:14 as a group and discuss the following questions.
• What do these verses say about the kind of Bride Jesus wants?
• Why is it so easy to forget about how diverse and global the Bride of Jesus is?

think Stay in your large group or break into small groups to discuss the following questions.
• Why is God raising up His Bride, the church? (To be His hands and feet on earth.)
•  Do you think Jesus’ Bride is doing a good job of being the hands and feet of God? What are some 

things the church is doing well? What are some things the church could do better?
• How does knowing you are part of the Bride affect your view of God?
• What are some things you can do to make the Bride beautiful for God when He comes for her?

GLOBAL GOD
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live Say: “As a part of Jesus’ Bride, His family, that means we’re connected to fellow believers every-
where. We have a stronger relationship with a guy we’ve never met in Mongolia who adores Jesus than 
we do with family members who don’t know the Lord. We have the same Spirit living in all of us. We have 
the same motivations and the same goals—we all want to know Him more and want more people to know 
Him. It is said that ‘Blood is thicker than water.’ But the spiritual reality is that the Holy Spirit is thicker than 
blood.” 

Have your students share their thoughts about having a stronger relationship with someone they’ve 
never met than a family member they have known for years.

Continue by saying, “That means when someone dies for their faith in Indonesia, that’s supposed to hurt 
us too, because that person is family. When people are really experiencing Jesus in Uganda, that should fire 
us up. More people are being added to the Bride, and people are experiencing the awesomeness of Jesus 
on this side of heaven.”

Ask your students: “Since we are connected to believers on the other side of the planet, what can we 
do to remind ourselves of that reality? Also, what can we do for our brothers and sisters around the world?”

Explain that we can pray for our fellow brothers and sisters and stay up to date on what’s going on in 
the world. Tell your students about The Voice of Martyrs website (www.persecution.com) and explain that 
it’s a great way to stay in touch with current world events. Challenge them to pray for all their brothers and 
sisters in Christ throughout the world. 

As you close in prayer, be sure to pray for some of our brothers and sisters around the world. Here is 
a sample: “Dear Father, thank You that Your Bride is made up of people from all over the world. Help us 
to realize how much You love every member of Your Bride. Please be with our brothers and sisters in the 
underground church in China in a special way. As they meet in secret, please protect them. As they study 
Your Word and seek to know You, please make Your presence known to them in a very real way. Deeply 
unite them in their spirits, and strengthen them. Remind us to pray for our brothers and sisters around the 
world, and thank You for the privilege we have to do so. We love You Lord, and we ask these things in 
Jesus’ name, amen.”

option (live) Listen to the song “How Beautiful” from the Twila Paris CD Greatest Hits and 
thank God for the beautiful and diverse Bride of Christ. 

GLOBAL GOD
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the bottom line Our faith was never meant to stop at our own personal transformation. 
We’re supposed to do something. We’re called to Go. Be. Love.

connect As you begin your time together, read the following scenarios to your students and ask 
them how they would honestly respond. After their responses, ask how Jesus would respond.

• A student in your school is struggling to find friends and seems very lonely.
• You drive by the same place every day and you see a man holding a sign that says “Hungry.”
• Someone approaches you in the mall asking you for money so they can buy some food.
•  You hear a commercial on the radio announcing a blood drive this weekend because the blood supply 

is at a critically low level.
•  Your small group is going to serve meals at the soup kitchen Sunday morning and the sign-up sheet is 

in your hands.
After your students have had some time to discuss their responses, say: “In our Christian culture, there’s 

a lot of emphasis on inward personal change. It’s a great focus—our hearts and minds really do need to be 
transformed so they line up with God’s ways. But as God works on our hearts and minds and begins to heal 
all of our inward stuff, we’re also called to take action in our world. As God’s children, called to advance His 
Kingdom, we have something to do. It’s time for us to Go. Be. Love. Let’s look at how Jesus did that while 
He was on earth.” 

read As a group read Luke 7:1-23 and answer the following questions.
• What miracles did Jesus perform?
• What was the response of the people after He performed the miracles?
• What did Jesus tell John’s disciples was proof that He was the Messiah?

think Remain in a large group or split your students up into small groups and discuss the following 
questions.

Did Jesus take care of people’s physical needs or their spiritual needs? (He did both. Reread Luke 7:22.)
As followers of Jesus, are we supposed to take care of people’s physical needs or their spiritual needs? 

(Both. A lot of people try to emphasize sharing the gospel of salvation over social activism—like feeding the 
hungry, clothing the naked, and fighting against injustice. And, yes, someone knowing and accepting the 
gospel is the most important thing—a person’s eternal destination is more important than whether or not 
that person eats today. That is true. But it’s not the whole story. God never said, “Share the gospel or feed 
the hungry.” It was never an either/or mission. We are to both share the good news of God’s Kingdom and 
feed the hungry. It was, and is, a both/and mission.) 

When Jesus took care of people’s physical needs, do you think they were more or less likely to listen to 
what He had to say about their spiritual needs?

Explain: “When Jesus came to earth, He healed the sick, He fed the hungry, He gave sight to the blind, 
and He raised the dead. Because the people heard about what He had done, they came from miles around 
to see Him. Then they listened to His message about salvation and the Kingdom of God.”

As a group, read James 2:14-17. Then ask: “What are some ways you can meet the physical needs of 
people in our community and around the world? What are some ways you can meet people’s spiritual 
needs?”

live Start by saying, “When it comes to making the world look more like God’s Kingdom, this is an 
all-hands-on-deck thing. All of us do what we can. All of us are called to do something to care for the 
poor. All of us are called to do something to fight injustice. Jesus has given us this awesome opportunity 
to be a conduit for all of His goodness.

GO.BE.LOVE.
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“While you can’t share the gospel with everyone, feed all of the hungry, or rescue all of the oppressed, 
all of us can do something to advance the Kingdom of God. Some of us will preach to stadiums full of people. 
Some of us will share the gospel on the subway. Some of us will work in businesses and donate money to 
fund the fight against injustice. Some of us will volunteer at an inner-city ministry. Some of us will travel to 
Africa and give our lives to building clean-water wells. Some of us will teach and give part of our salaries to 
feed the hungry. But all of us will do something.”

As a group, discuss: 
• What can you do now and in the future to help make the world look more like God’s Kingdom?
• Did Jesus take care of everyone’s physical needs while He was on earth? (No, He didn’t.)
•  Why is it important to know that you won’t be able to take care of the physical and spiritual needs of 

everyone?
•  Read John 17:4 as a group. What did Jesus do while He was on earth? (He did what His Father wanted 

Him to do.)
•  How can you find the work that God wants you to do when it comes to advancing His Kingdom? (Find 

out what you’re passionate about and what opportunities are available.)
Use your remaining time with your students to find out what they’re passionate about. Ask: “What 

situations where people are in need really get you excited or really tug on your heart?” Make a list of all 
the things they come up with. After you’ve made a list, brainstorm ways they can get involved in those 
areas. Before group time, consider coming up with a list of local ministries or outreaches that your church 
is involved in and ways your students can get involved in those ministries. Then encourage your students to 
DO something.

Close in prayer, “Dear God, help us to share the gospel through word and deed. Help us to be so moved 
into action that people know we are Your followers by our love. Forgive us for not following the example 
of Your Son, but work in us so that we can show Your love to the people that we come in contact with. We 
ask these things in Jesus’ name, amen.” 

option (live) Set aside a few minutes each group time and have a different student share 
something they have recently done for the sake of the Kingdom of God.

GO.BE.LOVE.
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the bottom line God is passionate about justice and He calls us to fight for those who can’t 
fight for themselves.

connect Begin your group time by sharing the following true stories with your students.
Rosa’s story: “A few years ago in the Philippines, Rosa, a twelve-year old girl, was raped by a man in 

her neighborhood. She became pregnant and gave birth to a baby girl. Rosa turned to the local authorities 
for justice. Social workers at a Christian center filed the proper complaint documents at the local court. The 
court issued an arrest warrant—the local law enforcement officials were to arrest Rosa’s alleged rapist, and 
then a trial was to be held. But officials made no effort to make an arrest. As it turned out, Rosa’s rapist was 
a family friend of the local police. Justice would not come for Rosa.” (Story as reported by the International 
Justice Mission.)

Shama’s story: “In South Asia, when eight-year-old Shama’s younger sister was born, there were 
complications. Shama’s impoverished family needed 25 dollars for medical assistance. They didn’t have the 
money, so they had to visit the local mudalali, or moneylender. He agreed to advance them the amount, but 
in exchange, Shama’s father had to sell her into servitude, manufacturing cigarettes for the mudalali.

“Shama sits in the same place on the floor closing the ends of cigarettes with a little knife from 7:00 
a.m. to 8:00 p.m. . . . If she doesn’t close enough cigarettes or shows up late, she is beaten. She works six 
days a week, and at the end of the week she gets her wages from the mudalali—about 50 cents. If she 
never spent any of her wages, it would take her a year to pay off her debt. Her family, however, desperately 
needs that 50 cents to survive each week. So after two years she is no closer to paying off the debt than 
when she started.” (Taken from The Good News About Injustice Youth Edition by Gary Haugen. © 2002 by 
InterVarsity Press.)

Elisabeth’s story: “After I finished grade 10, my aunt convinced me to go with her to the city [in 
Southeast Asia]. She offered me a job where I would earn a lot of money. I wanted to get a job to lessen 
my family’s burden. In May 2002, my aunt, four other girls, and I left our village by car [to go to the city]. 
Once we arrived we were taken to a man named Mr. Matt. The next afternoon we left Matt’s house for 
another city. We met another man named Robert. He asked me though a translator if I was a virgin. The 
translator explained that they called the place a brothel and it provided sex services. The brothel keeper 
said I owed him the $700 he paid for me. I realized I had no choice. I didn’t want to be there, but I couldn’t 
escape.” (Taken from an article Elisabeth wrote for YW magazine. Elisabeth’s name has been changed to 
protect her identity.)

• How do you feel about what’s going on in these situations?
• How do you think God feels?
• Why do you think He feels that way?
• Do you think it is okay to be angry in these situations? Why or why not?
Explain that each of these situations are examples of awful injustices that are happening around the 

world. This week we’re going to talk about global injustice and what God wants us to do about it. 

read Ask your students: “What is injustice?” Then explain, “Injustice occurs when the strong prey on the 
weak. It happens when people abuse power, and there are all kinds of power—political, economic, social, 
moral, religious, cultural, and intellectual. According to Gary Haugen, the president of International Justice 
Mission, ‘Injustice occurs when power is misused to take from others what God has given them, namely, 
their life, dignity, liberty, or the fruits of their love and labor.’ ”

Read the following verses as a group and answer the corresponding questions.
• Amos 5:11-15. What sins were the Israelites guilty of? How did God respond to Israel’s sin of injustice?
•  Psalm 11:5-7; Proverbs 31:8; Isaiah 1:17; Ezekiel 22:29-31. How does God feel about injustice? According 

to Isaiah 1:17 and Proverbs 31:8, what does God want us to do to fight against injustice?

JUSTICE
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think Say: “You’re probably wondering, ‘What can I do in the global fight against injustice?’ You can 
do plenty. The International Justice Mission is an organization made up of Christian lawyers, human rights 
experts, and law enforcement professionals who use their investigative skills and legal know-how to help 
people around the world who are suffering from injustice and oppression. Listen to what IJM did in Rosa’s 
rape case:

“IJM ‘tracked down her assailant and found out where he was hanging out. We got a photo of him and 
blew it up into a wanted poster. We obtained copies of the arrest warrant, the preliminary investigation by the 
prosecutor, the sworn statements, and other relevant case documents. A Christian lawyer in Washington, 
D.C., volunteered his time to package all of the materials properly and sent it directly to the commander of 
the Philippine National Police and to the specific woman judge who had ordered the arrest of the alleged 
rapist. Three hours after the national police commander received our package, Rosa’s alleged assailant 
was arrested and behind bars.’ (Taken from The Good News About Injustice Youth Edition by Gary Haugen. 
© 2002 by InterVarsity Press.)

“Does hearing what IJM did for Rosa fire you up? There are all kinds of fields and specialties needed 
when someone is being rescued from an oppressor. If you feel like God is leading you to, you can pursue a 
field that can help in the multi-step rescue process. Can you guess what some of those career fields are?

“They’re careers like:
• Lawyers. People around the world need someone who knows the law and knows how to work within it 

to speak on their behalf. 
• Law enforcers like police officers and FBI agents. These are great jobs for learning how to protect 

those whom others take advantage of. You can do this locally and then go global to protect and rescue 
people who are oppressed. 

• Social workers. Social workers are vital to help care for victims after they’ve been rescued.”
Say: “You can use any career to contribute to justice—as a business person you can contribute money, 

as a teacher you can educate students, as a missionary you can report cases of abuse. You can get involved 
in the global fight against injustice in several ways—the devos in YW list several.”

live Say: “You can also raise money to support the work of the International Justice Mission. Money is 
power—you can literally help pay for the justice that the poor can’t afford. With IJM, $150 provides care 
packages for 12 girls rescued from sex trafficking in Southeast Asia. Two hundred dollars enables IJM staff 
in Africa to secure the documentation that will protect a widow in Africa from land grabbing.

“When Zach Hunter was 16, he decided to invest his time and energy to pay for justice for those who 
couldn’t pay for it themselves. He created an organization called ‘Loose Change to Loosen Chains’ to give 
students the framework to raise money to fight against injustice. He has helped raise thousands of dollars 
for IJM.”

As a group, discuss some ways you can get involved in the global fight against injustice. Challenge 
those whose hearts are fired up by global injustice to look up the websites listed in this week’s YW to find 
out more information of ways they can get involved. 

Close your time together in prayer using this example, “Dear Lord, thank You that You are a just God. 
You care for the oppressed and the poor and all those who are taken advantage of. May we follow Your 
example and seek justice throughout the world. Stir our hearts and lead us into action. Thank You for Jesus 
our Savior, who came to rescue the oppressed. We ask these things in His name, amen.”

option (live) Go to the next level as a group and partner with IJM. Find out how on their 
website: www.ijm.org.

option (live) For your students who are interested, there are several incredible books out there 
about the global fight against injustice. Sixteen-year-old Zach Hunter has authored two: Generation Change 
and Be the Change. Also, to learn more about why injustices happen and the process to rescue those who 
are oppressed, The Good News About Injustice Youth Edition by Gary Haugen is a great read.

JUSTICE
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the bottom line God wants those who have much to help those who have little. 

connect As you begin your time together, give each students $5 in Monopoly money. Explain to 
your students that they have $5 to spend on a week’s worth of groceries and they need to choose how they 
want to spend it. You can come up with your own list of items or use the list below for your students.

Wood: $3.00
Rice: $1.00
Potatoes: $2.00
Raw meat: $3.00
Spices: $1.00
Pitcher of clean water: $3.00
Bananas: $2.00
As your students decide how to spend their money have them explain their choices. Say: “This week, 

we’ll be looking at people who face the reality every day that their needs are greater than their resources. 
As followers of God, and as those who have been blessed with much, He wants us to help those who have 
little.”

read As a group, read Matthew 25:31-46 and Job 29:11-20 and discuss the following questions:
• When we help those in need, who does Jesus say it’s as if we’re helping?
• How does this put a different perspective on our efforts to help the needy?
• What are some ways we can help the helpless?
• What keeps us from getting involved to help those in need?

think Say, “Poverty either causes or adds to just about every other social ill that exists on the planet—
injustice, crime, lack of education, and the spreading of disease. Yet there are more than enough resources 
that pass through the hands of Jesus’ Bride to eradicate worldwide poverty. And a lot of believers are giving 
the gifts God has given them in order to do that. But what about the rest of us? The sad truth is that many 
of us have been taken out of the rescue operation. We’ve been deceived by all of the people that we see 
who have more than us. We’ve been deceived by the commercials that show us the latest and greatest. 
Like a shiny, flashy lure steals the attention of a fish, those things that we don’t have steal our attention. 
We forget that we are the rich in this world, and we forget about those who need our help. We give up the 
opportunity to be the rescuers and providers God has blessed us to be. It’s one of Satan’s greatest victories.”

Stay together in your large group or break into small groups and discuss the following:
• What are some reasons we take ourselves out of the rescue operation of helping those in need?
•  Read Ecclesiastes 2:1-11. What does Solomon teach about having great wealth and doing nothing of 

Kingdom importance with it in Ecclesiastes 2:1-11?
•  Read Provebs 27:20. What can be the danger of always wanting more and more of the latest and 

greatest the world has to offer? 

live Ask your students to imagine for a moment what it would be like to be homeless and living on 
the street. Where would they get their food? Where would they get their water? What would they worry 
about? Where would they get their clothes? Where would they sleep? 

After you’ve asked those questions, give students a few seconds to feel the impact of their imaginary 
poverty. Then ask: “If you were homeless, how would you feel about yourself? Would you be confident? 
Why does poverty affect so much more than just a person’s financial status?”

Explain that in this week’s YW, they’ll be looking at different areas of poverty—food, water, education—
and different ways to get involved to help those who are in need around the world. 

THE HAVE-NOTS
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Say, “People need food. When people are hungry—when they don’t get enough proteins, carbohydrates, 
fats, vitamins, and minerals that their bodies need to function—they’re more likely to get sick because their 
immune systems are too weak to fight off disease. Preventable diseases are usually what claim the lives of 
people who are hungry.”

Continue by saying, “Women in African communities walk an average of six miles a day to fill up one jar 
of water for their families—and a lot of times that one jar isn’t enough for their families for the day, so they 
have to make more than one trip. Having clean water close to a community allows mothers and daughters 
more time to be with their families and communities. Plus, it helps make sure that girls can go to school 
instead of spending their time getting water.”

Conclude by saying, “Education. It’s probably not the first need that pops into your head when you 
think about poverty. But it’s a huge need. Some experts believe that illiteracy is the biggest contributing 
factor to poverty. There are people around the world who won’t ever be given the opportunity to learn how 
to read. People who haven’t had the opportunity to learn how to read or learn basic math are at risk for 
being oppressed because they’re easier to control. Many modern-day slaves don’t have a basic understanding 
of math, which means they can be held captive by lying oppressors who can force them into slavery simply 
because they can’t understand their wages or their debts.”  

Explain that a lot of times, we don’t help people who are in need because we’ve forgotten about them 
or we’ve been distracted away from our mission. Challenge students to watch out for the distractions that 
life can throw their way. Ask: “How can we actively remember that there are people in the world who need 
our help?”

In your remaining time with your group share information about some of the many organizations listed 
in the HAVE-NOTS devos. Challenge your students by saying: “Jesus said that when we meet the needs of 
people, we are loving Him. We all have a responsibility to help take care of people’s needs, and for some of 
us, God has given us the heart to invest our entire lives doing that. Let’s brainstorm ways we as a group can 
love Jesus by loving the people in the world and in our area who are in need.” 

After you’ve brainstormed, close in prayer using the following as a guideline: “Dear God, You are the 
Giver of all good things. You have blessed us abundantly and provided more than we ever need. Help us to 
be sensitive to those in need and share with them what You have given us. Forgive us for our materialism 
and help us not to love the things of this world more than our first love, Jesus Christ, in whose name we 
pray. Amen.” 

option (live) The best lessons are real-life ones that involve relationships and people. With that 
in mind, give your students the opportunity to serve locally doing some hands-on service projects: serving 
food at a soup kitchen, stocking a food pantry, playing with children at the Big Brother/Big Sister center 
in your area, or meeting some other local need. Remind your students that poverty isn’t just a problem in 
third-world countries; it’s a local issue too. 

THE HAVE-NOTS
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the bottom line The Kingdom of God is full of giving, and He wants us to participate in the 
giving process.

connect Before you begin your time together, get small prizes for everyone in your group. As your 
students come in, give each one of them a prize. Ask your students to share how it felt to be a recipient of 
a gift. Next have your students share a time in their life when they gave something to somebody and how it 
made that person feel.

Say, “Let’s think about the gifts God has poured and poured on us.” Ask your students:
• What opportunities has God given you? 
• What blessings has God given you?
• What spiritual things has God given you? (the Holy Spirit, forgiveness)
• What talents has God given you? 
• What passions? 
• What awesome people has He put in your life? 
• What are a few of your favorite things that He has given you? 
After some discussion, say: “God, who gives every good and perfect gift, has given you some amazingly 

awesome things. He has given you life and He has invited you to have it forever with Him. And then on top 
of that, He has poured blessing upon blessing on you. This week we’re going to look at how God likes to 
give and how His Kingdom is full of givers.”

read Read the following passages with your students and discuss the questions that follow.
• Acts 20:35
 1. When you receive, how are you blessed? 
 2. How can you be more blessed when you give than when you receive?
• Matthew 6:19-21; Luke 14:12-14; Revelation 22:12
 1. If you’re a giver for your entire life, what will happen at the resurrection?
• 2 Corinthians 9:7 
 1. How does God feel when His children give?

think Say, “God’s Kingdom works on this amazing principle of overflowing, constantly sharing blessing. 
Here’s how. When you give to others, obviously other people are blessed by what you give. But you’re also 
blessed yourself! God blesses you with eternal rewards. And, as Jesus said, you’re blessed when you give—
more than you are when you receive.  

“And when you give, not only are other people blessed, and you’re blessed, but God is blessed too! God 
loves it when the giver delights in the giving. 

“When you give, other people are blessed, you’re blessed, and God is blessed! Whoa!”
Stay together or split into small groups to discuss the following questions:
1. How have you been blessed by someone giving something to you?
2. How have you been blessed when you’ve given to someone else? Can you share an example? 
3. How does it make you feel knowing that when you give to other people God is blessed too?

live Say, “When you give and pass on the gifts that God has given you, you participate in the flow of 
blessings from you to God to people to you to God to people. If you don’t give you’re choosing to live in 
the ‘every man for himself’ culture where you try to get what you can get, other people try to get what 
they can get, and everyone steps on everyone else’s toes. You can get without giving in that culture, but it’s 
not where all of the fun is. God is such a giver and He loves to bless so much that this is how He set up His 
Kingdom. So join in on the fun! Give!”

Remind your students of all of the gifts God has given them that you discussed in the CONNECT activity. 
Then ask: What are some gifts you can give to other people? Spend the rest of your time brainstorming 
specific ways to give and to join in the overflow of giving and blessings in God’s Kingdom.
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Close in prayer. Here is a sample: “Thank You, Father, that You love to give. You have lavished us with 
innumerable blessings and we so often take them for granted. May we remember all that You have given 
us, and soften our hearts so we have the desire to do the same. We know that the gift of Your Son, the 
Lord Jesus Christ, is the ultimate gift, and we are so thankful for Him. We pray all this in His name, amen.” 

option (live) Have your students draw another person’s name and let them become the secret 
pal of that student. Set up an area where students can give notes of encouragement, candy, etc., to their 
secret pal and enjoy the gift of giving.

option (read) If time allows, have your students read Genesis 22:1-18 and discuss the following 
questions:

• What are some things God is asking you to give that seem very hard to part with?
• Do they compare with having to give up your only son?
• What was the result of Abraham’s willingness to give his only son if necessary?
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